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Recently a wave of new flea control products has hit the market.  While flea control is now easier and more effective than ever, the variety of products available can be quite confusing.  We hope this will help you to know when, where, how often and what to use to keep your pets flea-free!

1. REVOLUTION:

This F.D.A. topical product for your pet contains the active ingredient selamectin.  Now, for the first time ever, one simple topical medication protects your dog or cat from parasites both inside and out.  Just a spot a month between the shoulder blades gives complete protection without pills or sprays, and is all in one product.  Revolution kills adult fleas and prevents flea eggs from hatching for one month and is indicated for the prevention of heartworm disease, and the treatment and control of ear mites in dogs and cats.  It is also indicated for the treatment and control of sarcoptic mange and for the control of tick infestations in dogs and the treatment of intestinal hookworm and roundworms infections in cats. Bathing or shampooing the animal two or more hours after treatment will not reduce its effectiveness. Revolution has also been shown to be safe on pregnant or lactating females, puppies and kittens 6 weeks of age or older and in avermectin-sensitive collies.  

2. K9 ADVANTIX: This E.P.A. approved topical product combines imidacloprid and permethrin to repel and kill ticks, fleas, biting flies and mosquitoes. This product is FOR DOGS ONLY and not to be used on cats or other types of pets. K9 Advantix is applied between the shoulder blades of your dog once a month. It is waterproof, however, it is recommended to not allow your dog to get wet for 48 hours after applying. 

3. ADVANTAGE:  This E.P.A.-approved topical product for your pet became available in 1996.  The active ingredient is Imidacloprid, a new product which kills the adult fleas and has long lasting action.  Flea protection with Advantage will last for 30 days before needing to be re-applied.  Advantage is a liquid applied topically between the shoulder blades of the pet. For larger dogs, the product is applied to several spots along the dogs back. This products will continue to work even if you bathe your pet.  Unlike Program, the flea does not have to bite your pet for the product to work, which makes it ideal for those animals with flea bite allergies.  WHEN TO USE:  Puppies and kittens must be at least 8 weeks old to use. Advantage will kill 96% of the fleas within 6 hours and the remainder within 24 hours.  It is equally effective as a treatment for pre-existing flea infestations, or as a preventative before you are seeing fleas.  Advantage is best applied while your pet is still damp following a bath.
4. COMFORTIS: This is the first FDA-approved chewable tablet that kills fleas and prevents flea infestations on dogs for a full month. The active ingredient is spinosad. When ingested by fleas, spinosad targets the flea’s nervous system, causing flea paralysis and rapid death of the flea. Not for use in cats. Once you give this oral tablet to your dog, it starts killing fleas within 30 minutes. The fleas die before they can lay eggs, therefore, it breaks the life cycle of the flea immediately. 
5. FRONTLINE SPRAY:  This E.P.A.-approved product is highly effective against fleas and ticks.  It is probably one of the most effective products against ticks and can give up to 3 months of protection even if your dog gets wet.  Fairly labor intensive if you have a large dog and also has a strong odor which lasts for a couple hours after application. 
6.  FRONTLINE TOPSPOT: This EPA-approved product used monthly and available through veterinarians.  At this point we have chosen to use the Advantix product instead due to client-feedback as to its success when compared to Frontline TopSpot  along with the added efficacy of mosquito repelling properties 

7. SENTINEL:  This dog-only product incorporates Interceptor (a monthly heartworm preventative) with a monthly flea control (Program) into one product.  This product protects your dog from heartworm disease, the three most common intestinal worms and fleas.  

OUR OFFICE RECOMENDS USING ONE OF THE PRODUCTS LISTED ABOVE TO COMPLETELY ELIMINATE FLEAS FROM YOUR PET AND ENVIRONMENT. FOR GENERAL INFORMATION, A BRIEF SUMMARY OF OTHER AVAILABLE PRODUCTS IS LISTED BELOW.

7.  “COPYCAT” MONTHLY TOPICALS:  There are many new products coming out that are claiming “once-a-month” application against fleas.  Many of these products contain permethrins or pyrethrins as their active ingredient in a concentrated form.  This is the same pesticide found in many flea shampoos and flea dips currently on the market.  These products are not waterproof and in some instances have been shown to cause toxicity in dogs and cats.  

8.  HOUSEHOLD SPRAYS/BOMBS:  These products may be necessary if you are beginning treatment and your pet already has a severe flea infestation.  By using a product which has an insect growth regulator, or IGR, you will kill 95% of the immature fleas in the environment, eliminating the “lag time” it would take between starting the Program and having the pre-existing eggs, larvae, and cocoon stages mature into adults and die.  BE SURE to use a product with an IGR; we prefer sprays to bombs as they are generally easier to use, more cost effective, and you can spray in hard-to-reach areas such as under beds, etc.

9. FLEA SPRAYS:  May be effective on puppies and kittens too young for Advantage.  We have used Sensi-Care and Duocide-LA frequently prior to the availability of the newer products; it continues to be fairly effective in killing adults, but the duration of protection is much shorter.

10. FLEA SHAMPOOS: May be an effective first step in treating your pet, but rarely will eliminate your flea problem if used alone.  Flea shampoos provide no residual protection once you rinse your pet.

11. FLEA COLLARS/POWDERS: To make it simple, not very effective and the collars in particular tend to be expensive.  Most flea collars depend on the fact that fleas will usually head towards the pet’s eyes at some point to drink; however a large percentage will jump on and off and never cross the collar.  Some of the newer collars are slightly more effective because they contain IGR which inhibits eggs from hatching, but in maximum effectiveness per dollar spent you are better off with Advantage.  Flea powder is difficult to apply thoroughly, has an offensive odor, and is not terribly effective.

12. PROSPOT/PROBAN: Two older products, one a “spot-on” and one a pill, which have been more or less made outmoded by the newer, safer products.  Do not confuse ProSpot which is a strong insecticide with TopSpot, a very safe, non-pesticidal product. Prospot has significant toxic potential; Proban also is not as safe as the new products, and is given only every third day despite the fact it is only effective for 12 hours.  These products can interact with other flea products and should be used only under strict veterinary supervision.

13. FLEA TRAPS:  An interesting idea, generally consisting of a light over a sticky tray.  While fleas may be attracted to the light and you will undoubtedly catch a few, many others will go on living happy, productive lives around the trap.  .  These traps do not address the primary problem in the house- the immature fleas.

14. GARLIC, BREWERS YEAST, ETC: Many people give garlic and brewer’s yeast in order to prevent fleas; some of them swear by it.  While neither product is likely to cause any harm, it is also unlikely they are at all effective (one study showed that fleas thrived best on dog’s blood and brewer’s yeast; no studies have documented any effectiveness at all).  If it makes you feel better, go ahead; but you would be well advised to back it up with a proven regimen.


