Information from the Jaffe Animal Clinic

New Flu Vaccine approved – for dogs
A new Canine Flu vaccine has been approved by the United States Department of Agriculture for the H3N8 Canine Flu.  This vaccine is currently only conditionally licensed. This virus has been around for about 5 years now but a vaccine has now been approved as of June, 2009.  Veterinary researchers at leading veterinary universities around the country who have been studying this virus report that most canine flu infections are mild and self-limiting with the highest incidence occurring in boarding kennels and shelters.  This virus is estimated to be fatal in around 1% of the affected population, and in a population of 70 million, this is a very small number. This virus has not been shown to cross species to cats or humans. 
Current recommendations are that this vaccine be used on a limited basis for those dogs in facilities where the virus has been confirmed; not necessarily in those in private households.  Early symptoms of Canine Flu in infected dogs resemble those of “Kennel Cough” which include upper respiratory signs such as coughing and nasal discharge.  This disease can progress to severe symptoms brought on by pneumonia which is why early treatment is recommended.  Early treatment includes antibiotics with more intense treatment for those dogs with more severe symptoms.  If your dog shows any signs of a respiratory illness, you should contact our office immediately.  
Our office will have this vaccine available for those requesting it and we will be recommending it for those dogs whose lifestyle puts them at greater risk. The initial series requires two vaccines, given 2-3 weeks apart and then boostered regularly for those dogs at risk. The doctors at the Jaffe Animal Clinic will be monitoring information regarding the H3N8 Canine Influenza virus along with information regarding the vaccine and will provide more information to our clients as it becomes available. 

If you have any questions, please check our website, at www.drjaffe.com for the latest information or call our office at 561-395-4030.
